
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 

                                                          

 

 

 

Year 2 Summer Art Knowledge Organiser 
Topic:  Yayoi Kusama  
Links to other year groups:  Pointillism, Abstraction and Surrealism (Years 5 and 6) Mark-making linked to work on 

Indigenous Australian artists who used similar techniques (Year 2 Spring)  

Key Vocabulary & 

Skills: 

Yayoi Kusama 

Japan 

Matsumoto 

Surrealism 

Abstract 

Expressionism 

Minimalism 

Conceptual 

Installation 

Polka dots  

Obliteration Room  

Bizarre  

Subconscious mind  

 

 

 

Yayoi Kusama is a Japanese contemporary artist, who mostly works in sculpture, installation, painting and performance/video 

art. 

-Kusama creates conceptual art that contains features of being minimalist, surrealist and abstract expressionist. 

-Her most famous artworks include Dots Obsession, Pumpkin and Butterfly 

-She was an important part of the pop art movement in the United States throughout the 1960s. She came to public attention 

through her series of works with brightly-coloured polka dots. 

-Kusama has been open about the mental health struggles that she has had throughout her life.  

 

Abstract expressionist artists paint randomly with emotion and hope to capture what is going on in their unconscious minds – like when we 

dream  

Surrealist artists create images which are unusual and unexpected and have a mixture of strange objects  

Conceptual artists are most interested in the IDEAS in their art work rather than the finished art. Many of Yayoi’s installation pieces are 

conceptual.  

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Sequence of Lessons 

 Brief summary of lesson content 

Lesson 1 

and 2 
Introduction to Yayoi Kusama and her art. Introduction to the concepts of abstract expressionism and surrealism  

Lesson 3 Mark making based on Yayoi’s work with links to pointillism . Creating polka dots using dabbers, bubble wrap, cotton buds etc  

Lesson 4 Using collage to recreate Kusama’s Obliteration Room  

Lesson 5 Exploring sculpture with clay – creating a pumpkin  

Lesson 6 Using similar techniques to Kusama to decorate pumpkin sculpture – followed by evaluation of work  


