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1 Background 

“Education is our shared endeavour to shape the future for our society. Together we pass on our 
knowledge, skills and values to the generations ahead – so that they can forge new paths and seize new 
opportunities. At the centre sits our curriculum, the common entitlement of every child.” 

DfE (2025) Government Response to the Curriculum and Assessment Review 

2 Principles 

Our curriculum provision here at BHSA Juniors is engaging, enriched and varied, making links to real life 

where appropriate, providing the strong foundations for future learning as our children move through 

the academy year-on-year. Our girls are encouraged to share their interests, link their learning to solve 

problems, raise questions and follow lines of inquiry. They are required to think deeply and 

independently. Foundation subjects lead to final inquiry questions being answered, showcasing children’s 

knowledge and understanding of a topic. Core subject skills - in phonics, arithmetic, spelling, handwriting 

and grammar - are practised regularly in specific sessions across the week. Presentational and 

communication standards, including public speaking, are practised regularly and opportunities given 

through lessons, projects, themed weeks (such as Shakespeare week), clubs, competitions (such as poetry 

competitions) and assemblies. 

Our core values of respect, forgiveness and kindness are explored in Monday and Friday assemblies and 

collectively as a class throughout the week. Our vision statement of grow, flourish, think together with 

our three core values are embedded in all that we do at BHSA Junior School, promoting the qualities of 

being a good learner, a good friend and a good global and online citizen. These values are further 

supported and developed by class teachers either through a period of collective reflection, PSHE or RE 

lesson. 

We want our girls to grow in confidence; grow in self-motivation and grow friendships that will last 

forever. We want our girls to flourish socially and academically, aiming high and never giving up. We want 

our girls to think independently, making good decisions; think about ‘the consequences’ and think about 

others before themselves. We want our girls to be respectful of all, forgiving of themselves and others 

and kind in their thoughts and actions. 

 



 

We have an incredible and dedicated staff team who work together to ensure our girls’ curriculum 

provision goes ‘above and beyond’. We have specialist teachers in Music, PE and Languages and our girls 

benefit from close links with the older girls in our school and from the specialist facilities on our very own 

doorstep including the library, theatre space, sports hall and facilities, DT and science labs and computer 

suite. 

Our exceptionally dedicated staff team collaborates to ensure our girls’ curriculum provision consistently 

goes ‘above and beyond’. With specialist teachers in Music, PE, and Languages, our pupils benefit from a 

rich learning environment. This is further enhanced by close links with the senior school and access to 

specialist on-site facilities, including our library, theatre and sports facilities. 

3 Aims 

Curriculum Organisation 

BHSA Juniors ensures coverage of the national curriculum through careful planning and a programme of 

monitoring by the leadership team and subject leads, supported by the governing body.  The curriculum 

is broad and balanced, engaging, thought-provoking and has high expectations for all. 

● Long term planning (as indicated on our roadmaps) identify overarching core subject objectives 
● Medium term plans are agreed for year groups and are recorded on the central staff Drive with 

Knowledge Organisers for most subjects 
● Short term plans are created by teachers daily and/or weekly, based on the individual needs and 

interests of the girls in their classes; no formal record of this is monitored by school leaders but 
Quality First Teaching utilising effective adaptive teaching strategies is monitored regularly and 
evidence of progress is reviewed in class books. Progress meetings plot current attainment of all 
learners and quantify progress from previous phases; teachers are accountable for tailoring 
provision effectively and identifying educational difficulties/barriers early. Stakeholder voice is 
also key in assessing provision and progress. 

● Whole Academy Curriculum Roadmaps plot entire subject content from EYFS to 6th Form. 

4 Practice 

Curriculum Specifics  

● Our mathematics core teaching sequence follows the National Centre of Excellence for 

Mathematics’ (NCETM) and White Rose key objectives supported by a plethora of teaching and 

assessment resources including the NCETM Professional Spine documents. Maths lessons focus 

on rich mathematical tasks that deepen understanding of concepts. 

● Music is taught throughout all Key Stages including EYFS. Music is introduced in Nursery and 

Junior School uses specialist music teachers to teach throughout the primary phases.  Many girls 

have individual singing lessons and/or instrumental lessons from Key Stage One upwards. 

● Our Phonics programme is ‘Essential Letters and Sounds’ and begins in Foundation 1; supported 

by other resources. 

● Religious Education follows a ‘religion and worldviews approach’ - pupils are challenged to 

answer enquiry questions at the end of each unit which encourages them to consider 

‘where they stand’ in terms of their own viewpoints about religion, world views and ‘the 

big questions.’ 

● In KS2, French is taught by a specialist language teacher 

 



 

● Physical Education is seen as a key part of physical and social development and is led and 

delivered by a sports specialist from Senior School; our Key Stage 2 girls compete with a variety 

of northwest Independent day school teams in netball, hockey, athletics and swimming. Our Key 

Stage 2 girls swim in our on-site pool every other week 

● PSHE and British Values are not only taught explicitly in assemblies and reflective EDI sessions but 

underpin the learning culture of our school; respect, forgiveness and kindness are explored 

explicitly as our core values and there is a learning requirement to  promote respect, tolerance 

and an awareness of the world around them including ecological problems and solutions; global 

diversity and an understanding of our local communities. 

Enrichments 

BHSA Junior school offers a good variety of enrichment activities for the girls to choose from. Some 

activities are led by specialist teachers such as ukulele club and Street Dance, and some clubs are led by 

our teaching staff: science club, coding club, puzzle club, Healthy Eating club etc. Our competitive sports 

clubs include: netball, football, hockey and trampolining. 

Learning Culture and Values 

Our learning culture is promoted through the academy’s high expectations; our wide and varied 

enrichment programme and our values in order to produce well-rounded, forward thinking and 

independent global citizens. 

Inclusion 

At BHSA Junior school, Senior school and Sixth Form, the pastoral care of every learner is exceptional. 

Educational provision is tailored, early identification of a pupil’s need is intrinsic and a whole academy 

‘Inclusion Team’ ensure a holistic, family-centred approach promoting exceptional transition and parent 

communications. 

The Academy SENDCO sits on the Junior Leadership Team and line manages all Teaching Assistants; she 

works closely with the Head of Junior School to monitor progress and identify girls who need more than 

Quality First Teaching. 

Subject Leaders 

BHSA Junior Subject Leaders oversee, develop, monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of their subject 

within school across all year groups and phases. Staff are committed to delivering high quality learning 

experiences throughout the curriculum. Support staff have developed their strengths in order to impact 

effectively on Quality First Teaching and effective and accelerated learning. Pupil book studies are used 

as a point of reference to allow children to share their learning with subject leaders to monitor the impact 

of their understanding and progress. 

Chris Quigley’s subject summaries support our Subject Leads: 
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