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Birkenhead High School Academy                 Principal:    Mrs E de Boorder 
86 Devonshire Place 
Prenton 
Merseyside       Admission Number: 
CH43 1TY                                                                     Nursery    26 F/ T    
                                                                                      Reception     56 
        Year 7              135 
        Year 12            100 
 
1. Background 

 
1.1 Birkenhead High School Academy is a non-denominational all-through school for girls 
aged 3 to 19 years old and specialises in the teaching of music and mathematics.  The 
Academy admits an all-ability intake and 10% of girls at Year 7 are selected on their 
aptitude for music.  It serves the local and wider community, and welcomes applications 
from parents both within and outside the Wirral area.  The Academy builds on high 
aspirations, inclusion and excellence. 
 
1.2 The Academy is sponsored by the DƛǊƭǎΩ Day School Trust (GDST), and funded in 
partnership with government. 

 

1.3 This document sets out the admission arrangements for the Academy in accordance 
with Annex B to the Funding Agreement between the GDST Academy Trust and the Local 
Authority.  Any changes to the arrangements set out in this document must be approved 
in advance by the GDST Academy Trust, Wirral Local Authority, WASH.  Obligations in this 
document are to be treated as if imposed by the Funding Agreement. This annex may be 
amended in writing at any time by agreement between the GDST Academy Trust and the 
Local Authority. 
 
1.4 The GDST Academy Trust will act in accordance with, and will ensure that the 
Independent Appeal Panel is trained to act in accordance with, all relevant provisions of 
the School Admissions Code and the School Admission Appeals Code published by the 
Department for Children, Schools and Families όάǘƘŜ /ƻŘŜǎέύ as they apply at any given 
time to Foundation and Voluntary Aided schools and with equalities law and the law on 
admissions as they apply to Foundation and Voluntary Aided schools.  For this purpose, 
reference in the Codes or Law to άŀŘƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎέ shall be deemed to be references 
to the governing body of the GDST Academy Trust. 
 
1.5 The GDST Academy Trust will take part in the ²ƛǊǊŀƭΩǎ Admissions Forum and have 
regard to its advice; and will participate in the co-ordinated admission arrangements 
operated by the local authority and the local in-year fair access protocol. 
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1.6 Notwithstanding these arrangements, the Secretary of State may direct the Academy 
to admit a named girl to the Academy on application from a local authority.  Before doing 
so the Secretary of State will consult the Academy. 
 
1.7 While Birkenhead High School Academy is its own Admissions Authority, it will follow 
the Wirral /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Services co-ordinated admission arrangements for Reception and 
Year 7 Admissions arrangements for Nursery and Sixth Form are managed directly by the 
Academy. 
 

2 ADMISSION ARRANGEMENTS APPROVED BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
 
Admission number 
 
2.1 The agreed admission numbers for the Academy for the academic year 2018-2019, and 

for subsequent years (subject to any change approved by the Secretary of State), are as 

follows: 

 
Nursery           26 full-time equivalent 
 
Reception        56 
 
Year 7            135 minus those pupils eligible to transfer from the AcademyΩs own 

Year 6. 
 
Year 12           100 minus those pupils eligible to transfer from the AcademyΩs  
         own Year 11. 
 

2.2 Birkenhead High School Academy may set higher admission numbers as its Published 

Admission Numbers for any specific year.  Before setting an admission number higher that its 

agreed admission numbers, the Academy will consult with primary and secondary schools in 

the Wirral.  Girls will not be admitted above the Published Admission Number except for good 

reason.  Any such admission shall be reported to the Secretary of State. 

2.3 In the case of twins applying for entry into Birkenhead High School Academy, should one 

be allocated a place the other will automatically be offered a place. 

 
3 Arrangements for admission to the Nursery 

 
Process of application 

3.1 Applications for Nursery places at Birkenhead High School Academy are not part of the 

²ƛǊǊŀƭ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ Ŏƻ-ordinated admissions arrangements and should be made direct 
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ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅΩǎ ƴǳǊǎŜǊȅ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊƳΦ  !ǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜ 

of 3 during the year 1 September 2025 to 31 August 2026. 

3.2 The application form should be completed and returned to the Academy by 31 December 

2025. 

 

Consideration of applications for entry into Nursery 

3.3 The agreed admissions number is 26 full-time equivalent (FTE) places.   

Oversubscription procedure 

 

3.4 Where Birkenhead High School Academy is oversubscribed in Nursery the Academy will 

allocate places using the following criteria which are listed in priority order: 

a) Girls who are in public care (Looked After Children) or were previously in public care, 
as defined in the School Admissions Code 2014 on the date at which the relevant 
applications for admission are made, and who a local authority has confirmed will 
continue to be looked after by it (in accordance with section 22 of the Children Act 
1989) at the time they are admitted to the Academy. 

 
b) Girls who will have a sister, including step, half, adopted or fostered living permanently 

at the same address, who will continue to be enrolled at Birkenhead High School 
Academy at the time of the admission. 

 
c) Girls whose parent/s are currently Teaching, Administrative, Support Staff at 

Birkenhead High School Academy and have been employed for over two years. 
 

3.5 Where in category b) there are more applicants than there are places available, places will 

be allocated on a random basis.  Any remaining places will be allocated on a random basis to 

girls applying from across the Wirral and beyond. 

 

4 Arrangement for admission to Reception 

 

Process of application 

4.1 Applications for places at Birkenhead High School Academy in Reception will be made in 

ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ²ƛǊǊŀƭ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ Ŏƻ-ordinated admission arrangements and will be 

ƳŀŘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ tŀǊŜƴǘŀƭ tǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ CƻǊƳΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ²ƛǊǊŀƭ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 

Services. 

4.2 The agreed admissions number for Reception is 56. 


